[An emergency operation for a patient in hypercalcemic crisis--a case report].
Hypercalcemic crisis due to hyperparathyroidism which is resistant to medical treatment, is a rare clinical condition which requires prompt surgical intervention. This 78 year-old woman was hospitalized because of hypercalcemic crisis. Conservative treatment including hemodialysis was not successful. A progressive mental disorder was noted. The maximum preoperative calcium value was 18.5 mg.dl-1, and an emergency surgery was scheduled. Anesthetic management for the hypercalcemic state includes (1) good hydration, (2) protection of the cardiac function, and (3) consideration of specific pathological features like renal failure. Balanced anesthesia with analgesics, vecuronium bromide and calcium blocker (diltiazem 0.5 microgram.kg-1.min-1) had been advocated to maintain the stable circulatory state. Postoperatively, this patient went into hypocalcemic seizures and treatment was necessary for a long period of time.